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and intelligent and happy, instead of sickly and depraved 
and miserable. His establishment at New Lanark, situ- 
ated within a mile of the Falls of Clyde, in Scotland, for 
a considerable time attracted a great influx of visitors, 
who came to admire, not so much the exquisitely-beautiful 
scenery around the Falls, as the Philanthropist's Cotton 
Mills. Here Owen triumphantly exhibited what might 
be done by a system of moral training and discipline, by 
which, the young were judiciously educated, and accus- 
tomed to activity, industry, and subordination, and the 
old accustomed for their own sakes to regularity and con- 
trol. Owen spoiled this experiment by overdoing it. 
He became ambitious of being a regenerator of the 
world ; thought to uproot what he termed old society, 
and plant a better system of things in its stead j and 
after wandering from Scotland to Ireland, from Ireland 
to America, and back again to England, in the pursuit of 
his ameliorating schemes, his chaiacteT and habitudes have 
settled down into those of an indefatigable old woman, 
clinging with persevering pertinacity to his hopeless pro- 
jects and-his forlorn hopes. The writer remembers visit- 
ing the establishment at New Lanark, and another which 
was founded, as its inmates proudly averred, on a more 
noble and broader principle than Owen's! This was 
culled Orbiston, and situated within twelve miles of the 
great manufacturing city of Glasgow, held out strong 
inducements to the weary and worn-out denizens of old 
society to come and take up their abode. Here, indeed, 
was a Babel ! for as some foolish rich people had laid 
out many thousand pounds in the purchase and laying 
out of ground, and the ereetion of a huge bnrraek-like 
building, and as all who joined this co-operative com- 
pany were to throw in the produce of their labour into a 
common store, from which all were to be supported, 
the speculative, the restless, the worthless, the stupid, 
and the lazy all flocked thither, to join in the brotherhood 
of charity, and prove to the world what could be effected 
by a simultaneous combination of human beings on differ- 
ent principles from what hitherto had actuated them. But, 
alas, human nature proved too strong for New society. 
The old leaven was still working in them — the industrious 
who laboured hard to contribute to the general stock 
proved the minority. And as the affairs were managed 
by a committee, chosen from the body, innumerable were 
the meetings and interminable the speechiiieations ; and 
while the elderly men, aye, and the elderly women, were 
in high debate, the youngsters were scampering over the 
grounds, superintending or suggesting improvements, 
rehearsing the characters intended to be brought out in 
the evening in their mimic theatre, (which, by the way, 
was nicely fitted up for them,) or else breaking hedges 
and bird-nesting, to the great annoyance of the neigh- 
bouring farmers, who thought that the chips of new so- 
ciety bore a strong resemblance to the old block. When 
the writer visited Orbiston, great expectations were enter- 
tained by the sanguine regenerators of society that the 
experiment would be successful : but the manner in which 
it was conducted never permitted it to be developed, and 
though it is said that forty thousand pounds were laid out 
on the project, it was totally crushed in about two or 
three years from its establishment. 

It is not intended to enter into any debate on the co- 
operative system, which has been tried with various suc- 
cess, especially in America, but never with any permanent 
result, which, taking man as he is, need not be greatly 
wondered at. But we are strongly inclined to be of the 
opinion, that machinery and manufactures might be in- 
troduced into Ireland, not only without injury to the 
morals of the people, but with immense benefit. For 
why are we to suppose that capitalists, supposing that 
they will be' induced to invest their money in this coun- 
try, must be so reckless both of a people's welfare and their 
own interests, as to proceed upon the system which has 
produced so much vice and misery in England, instead of 
adopting some modified plan, such as Owen's, when at 
New Lanark, by which the health and happiness of the 
operatives may be secured? We recommend no chi- 
merical schemes, no Orbiston speculations : but we do 
say that private adventurers, acting on the strictest com- 
mercial principle, might give employment, increase the 
means of wealth, and add to the comfort, physical and 



mental, of all under their charge, by the establishment of 
factories of every kind, and the introduction of machinery. 
Who would compare the moral character of a rural po- 
pulation, scantily fed, wretchedly housed, and but half 
employed, with the inhabitants of cheerful villages, who 
are industriously employed, and the produce of whose 
labour enables them to maintain themselves in compara- 
tive comfort? Take England and Ireland — the one with 
its manufactures, its vice caused by these manufactures, 
its fluctuations of trade, its commercial re-actions — the 
other with its rural population steeped in poverty, its 
wretched state of agriculture, its paltry trade, its number- 
less paupers — and who will say that an agricultural com- 
munity is better adapted for keeping up the standard of 
comfort, of happiness, of morals, than a manufacturing 
one ? But we must not dogmatise. 

These rambling observations may be concluded by an 
additional one, that he who would oppose the converting 
of Ireland into a great manufacturing country, (supposing 
it perfectly practicable,) on the plea that it will deteriorate 
the morals of the people, obstructs the entrance of a sub- 
stantial good because its shadow accompanies it. F, 



CURIOUS ADVERTISEMENTS IN 1750. 

The progressive increase of the prices of many of the 
luxuries of life, in Ireland, from the year 1750, up to this 
period, must afford a very interesting subject of contem- 
plation ; but to the lovers of good wine, the following- 
advertisement from a Dublin newspaper of the above 
year, must prove how very reasonably our predecessors 
might enjoy their national propensity, which we are 
thankful to say, even were the prices as low as formerly, 
would not in the pivsent day he so ruinously indulged in. 
Iu fact, both claret and whiskey were too cheap — aud, we 
are satisfied, were the greatest means of retarding the ad- 
vancement of civilization, aud of morals, 

Christopher Quix, 

At the sign of the Brazen Head, in Bridge-street, being 
determined to continue the Wine trade, as usual, has 
fitted out said house with neat accommodations, and com- 
modious cellars for said business , and being lately ar- 
rived from Bourdcaux, has imported a parcel of choice 
Clarets of different growths, the vintage of 1747 aud 1748, 
which he sells by wholesale and retail, at the following 
reasonable rates, viz : — Neat Claret of the 1st growth of 
Obrejone, at £1 8 per hogshead, [£IQ 12s. 3d.] and 18a*. 
per dozen. Neat Margoux aud Medoc Claret, at 10s. per 
dozen. Graves Claret, at 14s. per dozen. Neat Red and 
White Port, at 15s. per dozen. Mountain, Sherr3 T , and 
Lisbon, at 145. per dozen. Neat Pruniac YVhitewine, at 
13s. per dozen. Plain White wine, and St. Martin's lle- 
nish, at 12s. per dozen. Prontigniac, at 15s. per dozen, 
Genuine old Canary, at 20s. per dozen ; with good en- 
couragement to those who buy the hogshead. [The above 
all in Irish currency.] 

1750. 

This is to give notice to the Public, that the Battle 
which was to be fought in Dublin, at the Back-sword, be- 
tween Mr. James Dalzei of England, and Mr. Edward 
Sill of Ireland, is, at the request of several noblemen and 
gentlemen, to be decided at the Cockpit at Kilcallen 
Bridge, the day that Black and all Black runs at the Cur- 
ragh, for 50 guineas and the whole house : and whoever 
gives the most bleeding wounds, in nine bouts, shall, by 
approbation, have all the money. The doors to be opened 
at 9 o'Clock in the forenoon, and fight between 11 and 12. 
Front seats, 5s. 5tf. 

Spa, Tralee:— 1750. 

Tralee.— Whereas it is expected by the Corporation 
and inhabitants of Tralee, that many gentlemen and others, 
intending to drink the Spa Waters contiguous thereto, will 
frequently resort to said town for the accommodation of 
diet and lodgings ; and in order that such persons may be 
fully satisfied that no exorbitant ox unreasonable charges 
shall be made on account thereof; we the undernamed 
inhabitants of said town, do hereby agree to, and promise 
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*o abide by the following regulations ; that is to say, the 
best lodgings in said town, that is, one room furnished 
with bedding, aud other necessary conveniences, and 
also fire and candle-Iigh., at half-a-guinea a week ; and so 
in proportion downwards, as to all other lodgings, and all 
other articles, as the chief Magistrate for the time being 
of said Corporation shall adjudge and appoint. And as to 
diet :— for dinner and supper, 8.?. British a-week : for din- 
ner only, Gs. British, a-week. — N. B. Assizes times are 
excepted. 

John M'Donough, Dennis Leavy, 

John Fitzmaurice, John Haly, 

G. Connell, Daniel Tuomy, 



Assize of Bread. 

By order of the Lord Mayor: — June 29, 1750. 

Penny Loaf, (Wlicaten) lloz. 6dr. 

Fourpenny, do. do. 2lb. 14oz. 7dr. 

Sixpenny, do. do. 41b. 6oz. 3dr. 

Twelvcpenny, do. do. 8lb. 12oz. 6dr. 

Penny Loaf, (Household) I5oz. 2dr. 

Fourpenny, do. do. 3lb. 13oz. Odr. 

Sixpenny, do. do. 5lb. lloz. 6dr. 

Twelvepenny, do. do. 11 lb. 4oz. 7dr. 

Middle price of Wheat per quarter, .£1 19s. 6d. 

There was a famous Spa in Francis-street in those days, 

which perhaps I may send you some account of at some 

other opportunity. It may be presumed the spa is still in 

existence, ** P. 




ON THE COMMON SEALS AND DEVICES OF 

THE VARIOUS MUNICIPAL BODIES 

OF IRELAND. 

No. II. 

Dublin ranks the second city in the British Empire, 
and deservedly obtains that pre-eminence, not only from the 
circumstance of its being the metropolis of Ireland, but 
Also from its magnitude, the magnificence of its edifices, 
the beauty of its situation, the wealth and prosperity of its 
commerce, but also from the amenity, and high moral tone 
and honourable character of its inhabitants. 

Prior to the arrival of the English, or a short time be- 
fore that event, Dublin could not boast of this distinction ; 
it was firat merely known as the settlement and strong- 
hold of a nest of Danish pirates, a very thorn in the side 
of unhappy Ireland ; but on its conquest by the English, 
Henry II., a wise and politic prince, during his short so- 
journ in Ireland in 11 72, seeing the advantages it possessed 
irom its central situation and its proximity to England, 
made it the seat of his temporary court, and granting it to 
the City of Bristol, conferred on its inhabitants all the 
rights and immunities, enjoyed by the freemen of that 
ancient city then the second in his dominions ; under these 
advantages it was immediately colonized by a number of 
hardy adventurers ; -and although (he infant colony had 
many and almost insuperable difficulties to encounter, and 
were cut off to the number of 200 in an ambuscade, shortly 
after their first settlement, yet the indomitable spirit of Eng- 
lish enterprise prevailed, and, in despite of every obstacle, 
they, in time, surmounted them all, and gradually laid the 
foundation on which their descendants raised this city to 
jts preseut pre-eminence, 

Thw grant of the city is the first charter of Dublin on 



record ; it is given by the name of Divelin. "Hominus dr 
Bvistmu? to the people of Bristol, " to be by them held 
well and peacefully, freely and quietly, entirely, fully and 
honourably." It is given at Dublin, and bears no date, but as 
Henry kept his Christmas here in A. D. 1 172, we may re- 
fer it to that period. His son, John, Earl of Morton, and 
Lord of Ireland, afterwards King John, confirmed this 
grant to the same persons, and in the same terms, with the 
addition of ail the liberties and free customs, to which they 
had before been entitled throughout his father's dominions; 
he also more fully detailed and set forth the limits of their 
franchises and extent of their jurisdiction, which, as it may 
be interesting to our readers, we give, translated from the 
original charter, as it is preserved in the Black Book of 
the Archbishops of Dublin, called Allen's Register, being 
collected by Archbishop Allen, in the reign of Henry 
VIII. 

" The Charter of John, Lord of Ireland, concerning the 
bounds and franchises of the City of Dublin and of the 
Liberties granted thereto." 

*' John, Lord of Ireland, Earl of Morton, to all his sub- 
jects and friends, French, English, Irish, and Welsh, pre- 
sent and to come greeting, Know ye that I have given 
and granted, and by this my charter confirmed, to my 
citizens of Dublin, as well those who inhabit without the 
walls as those dwelling within, as far as the boundary of 
the town, that they may have their limits, as they were 
perambulated by the oaths of the honest men of the city 
itself, in pursuance of a precept sent to them by King 
Henry, my father, namely on the east and south sides of 
Dublin, by the pasture grounds which lead as far as the 
ports of Saint Kevin's Church, and so along the roads as 
tar as Kilmerekaragan, and from thence as they are divided 
from the lands of Donenobrook, as far as the Doder, and 



